
Sparkwell Parish Community Wildlife Initiatives 

Planting Options 

Any flower with an open “face” to allow easy access can be attractive to nectar 

loving creatures. It doesn’t have to be a meadow flower, which can be challenging to 

establish. 

Here are a few options but you will probably come up with you own approach. 

No Mow – Does not require much space and even less effort! As the grass grows in 

the Spring select an area of lawn to allow to grow. Do not strim or cut until late 

August. The product will be a range of wildflowers amongst the grass including 

dandelion, clover, and daisies. These are all welcome sources of nectar. If you would 

like to add wildflower seeds or bulbs, please get in touch. 

Rough areas – banks and bunds often provide a good source of growing space. 

Options here include a no mow approach, or a rough meadow approach. If you have 

a sunny space you could plant seeds direct into the ground after providing access to 

the soil by clearing patches or scraping away grasses or you could sew into pots or 

plugs to transplant into small cleared areas when the plants are robust. We can 

provide you with seeds and possibly some plants. This could also be a good site for 

bulbs too. 

Fields and hedgerows – If you have field areas that you are willing to clear of grass or 

cut very short and rake/scarify we can supply yellow rattle seeds to help reduce 

competition from grasses and meadow flowers. The poorer the area, the more likely 

meadow flowers are to thrive. It tends to take these a couple of years to establish 

and a meadow mowing regime will be required to allow the flowers to develop and 

seeds to drop. Please see meadow guidance notes in next section. We can provide 

hedgerow seeds to help improve the richness of your hedgerows too. Where 

possible we would like to encourage hedges to be cut in late winter to enable full 

advantage to be taken of autumn fruits by birds etc. but we do recognise that safety 

is paramount and that this may not be possible on the roadside given highway 

visibility needs. 

Wild corners - If you have a corner that you are happy to allow to grow wild, you will 

soon see a range of wild plants spring up. Many butterflies lay eggs on nettles and 

brambles provide food for a variety of creatures. These areas can be treated like 

hedgerows. Log piles are also great for encouraging wildlife. 



Verges – These can be treated as no mow or meadow areas. Most are owned by local 

councils and if you can flag up an area we will contact them to explore their grass 

cutting regimes and to establish whether we might “adopt” them for planting 

purposes! 

Tubs and troughs/Flower beds – all well nurtured areas can include some bee 

friendly flowers or become mini meadows. Please let us know if you would like some 

meadow seeds. 

Ponds – try to keep these as nature friendly as possible, perhaps be less rigorous 

with your annual clearance regimes to allow more, wet loving, flowers to thrive? 

Whatever you do don’t forget to include beaches/ramps to allow hedgehogs and 

other wildlife accessing them for water to escape. All ideas about “wilding” ponds 

very welcome. 

Wildlife – we would like to encourage insects plus birds, bats and hedgehogs and 

other lesser known creatures who thrive on a diet of insects! If you could help 

develop facilities to encourage and support our wildlife, we would like to hear from 

you. Would you be willing to make bird boxes, bat refuges and insect hotels for 

example or build a log pile/wild area? If so, please let us know and we will get some 

guidance and support together. If you are a hedgehog carer, any ideas on what the 

community might do to further support this work would be very welcome. 

Signage – we plan to develop simple signs for you to include in your planted area, 

these will help others see what you are up to as you make the transition to new 

planting. Please let us know if you would like a sign and if you would be willing to 

help us design and produce them. 


