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MINUTES OF SPARKWELL PARISH COUNCIL VIRTUAL MEETING  
held on 13th October 2020  

 
Present: Cllrs May, Ansell, Lee, McEwing, Milford, Peacham, Pearson-Bunt,  
Dawn Johnson (Clerk) 

In attendance: Cllrs Baldry and Thomas (SHDC), Mr B Harvey, SHDC Officer 

Not in attendance: Cllr Taylor 

 
Part 1 (Open to the Public) 
 

099/20 Apologies for Absence   

Cllr Hart (DCC)  

 

100/20 Agreement of the Agenda between Parts I and II 

Councillors noted that two items of business would be considered in Part II of the meeting. 

 

101/20 Declarations of Interest  

Cllr McEwing declared an interest in Planning Application Ref: 2725/20/FUL. 
 

102/20 County Councillor’s Business 

Cllr Hart sent his apologies but had provided a report which the Clerk read out. 

(a) Covid-19 – Fortunately, the Government has left us in the lowest category.   The 
University figures are now beginning to drop a bit;  the general public figures having 
risen are now stabilising.  Devon has nowhere near the number of cases in other parts 
of the Country. 

(b) Cllr Hart keeps reminding people that the virus does not spread on its own, people 
spread it.  Please wear a mask when in company or keep your distance. Wash your 
hands regularly and be careful. 

(c) Cllr Hart thought the meeting with Tungsten West was very useful and the offer a 
regular monthly meeting with the Parish Council is good.   He has asked DCC to get a 
liaison meeting arranged, hopefully for November. 

(d) DCC will organise an online consultation about the new Lee Mill slip road in mid-
November which will last for about a month.  After the comments are analysed, a 
committee paper will hopefully go to Cabinet next year to get the scheme into the 
Capital programme. 

Cllr May referred to the meeting that had taken place with Tungsten West and will discuss 
later under item 109/20 
 

103/20 District Councillor’s Business  

Cllr Thomas delivered his report: 
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(a) Boringdon Camp was discussed at the last PC meeting and since then Cllr Peacham 
had received an email regarding a proposed sale.   Cllrs Thomas and Baldry had a 
meeting with the Senior Specialist – Natural Resources and Green Infrastructure 
Officer at SHDC.  The reason for Heritage England advising SHDC to close the site to 
the public, was around concerns that the site wasn’t being grazed.  This was because 
dogs were on the site and local farmer refused to graze his sheep.  The officer had 
been minded therefore, with consultation with District Cllrs (since retired), to sell it.  
There had been conversations that Sparkwell PC were keen to get the site opened up 
and plant trees.  The result is that SHDC has agreed that the site should not be sold 
and the sale is now off the table.    

It is not going to be easy to find a way of allowing the public back onto the site as this 
means dogs and that means no sheep.   If sheep are allowed back on the site, then the 
SHDC Officer sees no reason why he cannot have a meeting with SPC to discuss tree 
planting.   

Cllr Peacham said this was really good news.   He said that most of the site will be 
planted with trees, and when they develop, you would not want sheep in there.    

The field immediately next door to the site is mown twice a year and arrangements 
could be made for them to mow the grass immediately inside and around the fort.   
He felt we could come up with a simple solution so that we do not need sheep to 
graze to keep the grass down.   That would only leave the banks and the earth works 
and for this we could set up a local working group to go in twice a year to strim it.    

There should be a follow up meeting with the SHDC Officer, Cllrs Peacham, Baldry and 
Thomas to discuss plans.    

Cllr Baldry says SHDC are paying for fencing around the site. 

 Sparkwell PC should consider whether they to take the site on as an asset? 

 

Action - Cllr Thomas to arrange the meeting between Cllrs and SHDC. 

Cllr May said this is excellent news and he thanked the District Cllrs for their help on this.   
Cllrs McEwing and Cllr Milford are also happy to attend.    

 

Action - Clerk to investigate implications of SPC taking the site on as an asset. 

 

Cllr Thomas left the meeting at 7.18pm 

 

It was then agreed that the SHDC officer should deliver her presentation on Waste and 
Recycling Changes and Cllr Baldry would speak afterwards. 

 

104/20 Waste and Recycling Changes  

The Senior Specialist for Waste at SHDC delivered a presentation to the Council regarding 
the new waste and recycling systems.   

Questions: 

Q - Will this result in lids blowing down the street and bins getting lost? 
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The crews have been trained to put the lids inside the containers and wedge the sacks in.  
She would encourage everyone to mark their containers with their address.   New 
containers/bags can be requested using the website.  

Q- In terms of cleanliness, the white sack has to be taken into the house to be replenished.  
Is it possible to clean the sacks? 

All containers are designed for outdoor use   The sack is woven propylene and can be washed 
down with a hose.  The general advice is to store containers outside.    

Q- There are no compartments in the containers.  Is everything to be put in the box and 
sorted on the vehicle?  

Yes, vehicles have about 5 large compartments and then has smaller compartments for 
batteries and printer cartridges.  There are 3 crew members, a driver plus 2 who sort and 
empty on either side of the vehicle.    

 

Cllr Baldry stressed that this is a good news story as there is now to be weekly food waste 
collection and kerbside collection of glass.    

 

The SHDC Officer left the meeting at 7.35pm 

 

105/20 District Councillor’s Business (contd) 

Cllr Baldry  delivered his report: 

(a) He wanted to remind everyone that he and Cllr Thomas each have £2,000 pa for the 
Sustainable Community Locality Fund.  He had published this in the Parish Pump and 
asked that Cllrs share the word.   

Action – Clerk will share on Facebook. 

(b) Follaton House has been more or less closed since last March.  Staff are generally 
working from home and the Council is therefore reviewing the future of Follaton 
House.  He is very aware that some staff are working in less than ideal conditions and 
have problems with internet connection so this has to be taken into account. 

 

106/20 Public Forum  

No members of the public were present. 

 

107/20 Councillor Responsibilities  

Councillors considered the list of Cllr responsibilities. 

RESOLVED to consider again in December to give new councillors a chance to get involved.   
Cllr Pearson-Bunt said that the wording on the Broadband should be changed to take into 
account the status of the project. 
 

108/20 Climate Change  

(a) Tree planting 
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(i) 3 corner field, Hemerdon – Cllr Peacham reported that this has been happening 
(under the auspices of the village hall) for some time and more will happen.   He 
had planted out approx. 100 acorns, and has a few hundred more to plant as 
well as 4 baby monterey pines.  He had applied to Woodland Trust for 400 small 
trees for biodiversity.   That only leaves monterey pines and Italian alder trees to 
be planted in a specimen area. 

 
There are still parts to improve to make wilder and more friendly for birds.    The 
work is ongoing and they are learning all the time.   
 
He would like to walk Cllrs around the field to show what has been done over 
the year.    
 

(ii) Boringdon Camp update –above.    
 

(b) Wildlife initiative 
(i) Plan – Cllr Pearson-Bunt reported that a lot of work had been done since the last 

meeting as Cllr Hart had offered locality funding.  This has been approved for 
two main projects.    
One is a wildlife corridor through Sparkwell which is mainly about wild, bee 
friendly planting.  She is planning a walkabout tomorrow (Weds 14th) to identify 
sites.  They have modest ambitions on what can be done to improve sites, but it 
will include encouraging no mow, planting of wild flowers and nectar rich 
planting.  
She had spoken to a local farmer who has field full of oxeye daisies and poppies 
and is hoping to visit to see what we might do about taking turf away and 
planting elsewhere.    
The other project is to create a community orchard on Bottle Park Green, and 
they are developing a design for planting.  They are hoping to do under planting 
and putting pyracantha hedge around the container on the site.   
The locality funds have to be spent by March.     
The intention is to involve the community as much as possible.  

 
(ii) DCC funding bid- as above.    

 
(iii) Sub committee working group.   Cllr May said that this should be covered in 

December when the Councillor responsibilities are updated 
 

Cllr Ansell said that she would like to investigate electric charging points for cars.  
Cllr Baldry said that SHDC is about to be open their first public points located in Ivybridge .  
This has taken a while because they do cost a lot to instal.   They are moving on to 
Kingsbridge and Totnes.   At some stage they will move towards Lee Mill but this not likely 
to be in the near future.    
There followed a general discussion about electric charging. 
Cllr Ansell will start investigating. 
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109/20 Hemerdon Mine  

Cllrs May and Peacham attended a virtual meeting yesterday (12th October) after a request 
from Tungsten West.   TW apologised for the mistake in not communicating with the PC 
with regard to the quarrying at the mine and the amount of lorries etc.    

The PC also believed that there was a mistake made by DCC in not copying us in to 
communications.   Cllr Hart had not been aware at the September PC meeting and Cllr 
Peacham had subsequently forwarded him copies of correspondence sent by DCC. 

It was agreed that there should be a monthly zoom meeting with Cllrs May and Peacham 
and the mine so we are briefed, and then every 3-4 months a bigger meeting involving 
Shaugh and Cornwood.  

They talked about the existing processing plant saying they have been considering ways to 
mitigate the LFN which is alarming.     

With regard to the secondary aggregates, they are now talking about maybe starting in 
January.   Cllr Peacham has offered to talk to them about secondary aggregates in the 
market place as he is very knowledgeable in this area.    

Concerns were raised that we were not made aware of the current drilling on the southern 
boundary; even though this is allowed under current planning, it would be useful to know so 
we can update residents.  

There were concerns raised by TW that the aircraft and other industries are slow due to the 
current pandemic resulting in tungsten not in as much demand; however they are still 
positive in their ability to generate funding (of which the aggregates is seen as part of the 
overall plan).    

They believe the current size of the mine is able to deliver tungsten for between 35 to 40 
years which is more than previously thought, however the mine waste facility was designed 
or approximately 11 years.  

 

110/20 Fibre Broadband project 

Cllr Pearson Bunt reported that there is surveying taking place in Sparkwell, as well as road 
closure requests for work to be done.   It looks like it is all happening and she is expecting an 
update this month. 

Cllr Lee said there was digging at the zoo for the fibre project and at she had been visited at 
her own house by a tree surgeon asking if they could cut branches off a tree to lay a cable.   

 

111/20 Minutes  

Councillors considered the minutes of the meeting on the 9th September 2020 

RESOLVED unanimously that the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 9th 
September 2020 be approved and signed at a later date. 
 
Cllr McEwing reported that she had subsequently visited the pothole by Mount Pleasant.  
She had reported it using the DCC website and it has now been filled. 
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112/20 Planning  

 
(a) New planning legislation – Cllr Lee had recently attended a webinar.  She had sent an 

email to all Cllrs and asked them to consider the White Paper 
 

Action - Cllrs to submit comments to her by the 22nd October so that she could submit a 
formal response by the deadline of 29th October. 

 
(b) Neighbourhood Plan – Cllr Thomas has said that a new SHDC officer was being 

appointed.    
 

Action – this should be considered with the new legislation.  Consult with new Officer as 
soon as possible. 

 
(c) Lee Moor Quarry complex.  Although we have been consulted, this did not affect 

Sparkwell. 
 

Cllr McEwing left the meeting 
 
(d) Planning Application Ref: 2725/20/FUL 
Description: Demolition of an existing agricultural building and construction of a 
replacement dwelling (following Class Q approval 0522/20/PDM) and associated 
landscaping 
Address: Houndall Wood Road from Blacklands Cross To Gorah Cottages Sparkwell Devon 
PL7 5DG 
RESOLVED that the application is not supported by the Parish Council as we have concerns 
that it is going away from Class Q and demolishing barns to build new houses.    
 
Cllr McEwing returned to the meeting 
 
(e) Planning Application Ref: 2598/20/PDM  
Description: Application to determine if prior approval is required for proposed change of 
use of agricultural building to dwellinghouse (Class C3) and for associated building 
operations (Class Q(a+b))  
Address: Houndall Barn Sparkwell PL7 5DG  
RESOLVED that the application is supported by the Parish Council. 
 
Cllr Lee reported that SHDC had already made a decision that prior approval is required and 
had refused the proposed development.   

 

113/20 Road and Snow Warden  

Cllr Peacham reported that we have a full stock of salt.  There are no road problems that he 
is aware of.   

Cllr Pearson-Bunt reported that there is dead deer at top of Ledgate Lane.   South Hams 
have been notified as it is now smelling. 
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 It is in the layby next to the highway – Cllr Baldy said it is the responsibility of Devon County 
Council.    

 

114/20 Chairman’s Business  

None. 
 

115/20 Correspondence   

(a) We had received a further notice from SHDC regarding the BT Phone kiosk in 
Sparkwell.  The Clerk had re-submitted our objections and this has been supported by 
SHDC. 

(b) Devon County Council (Various Streets, Devon) (Waiting Restrictions & Parking Places) 
Amendment Order reference IMR/A20975-5470 details circulated.   Relates to 
Langage Park.  No objections. 

(c) Road closure notice for resurfacing 27 October for 3 nights - Between the hours of 
19:00 and 07:00 affected Westward Inn to Beech road and road opposite Beech Farm 
Bungalow, Lee Mill Bridge.  

 

Cllr Baldry left the meeting at 8.40pm 
 

116/20 Finance  

(a) Cllrs considered and RESOLVED to approve the budget analysis report and bank 
reconciliation for September 2020  

 

117/20 Payments and Receipts  

(a) Cllrs reviewed and RESOLVED to approve the list of payments for September 2020 

 

118/20 Date of next meeting  

The next meeting will be held on 10th November 2020 at 7pm - remote meeting using Zoom. 

 

Meeting closed at 8.55pm 

 

 

This is a true and accurate record of the meeting 

 

Signed ………………………………………………………………. 
 

Name ………………………………………………………………..   Date ………………………………………….. 
 


