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MINUTES OF SPARKWELL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING  
held on 12th November 2019 at Hemerdon Village Hall 

 
Present: Cllrs May, Lee, Peacham, Pearson-Bunt, Milford, Taylor 
Dawn Johnson (Clerk) 

In attendance: Cllr Thomas (SHDC), x2 members of the public 

 

Part 1 (Open to the Public) 

162/19 Apologies for Absence   

PCSO Di Summers, Cllr Hart (DCC), Cllr Baldry (SHDC) 

Resolved that the apologies be noted. 
 

163/19  Agreement of the Agenda between Parts I and II. 

Councillors noted that two items of business would be considered in Part II of the meeting. 

 

164/19 Declarations of Interest   

There were no declarations of interest.  
 

165/19 Police Business 

Apologies had been received but a report had been supplied which the Clerk read out: 

October crimes (8 recorded) 

• 1 x confidential 

• 4/10 –  A38 – Theft – Under Investigation 

• 5/10 – Cornwood – Criminal damage – Undetected 

• 9/10 – A38 – Possess Drug Class B – Cannabis Warning 

• 9/10 – Langage – Racially / Religiously aggravated -  Under Investigation 

• 20/10 – Smithaleigh – Criminal damage – Not supporting Police Investigation 

• 20/10 Langage – Dog not under control – Undetected 

• 20/10 – Langage – Theft – Under Investigation 
 
Cllr Pearson-Bunt said that it was good that we are getting reports but it would be beneficial 
to have more detail and to have Police attendance from time to time.   
 
Action - Clerk to invite to a meeting and also ask for more detail of the crimes to see if there 
is a trend and whether the PC can do something pro-actively. 

 

166/19 District Councillors Business 

Cllr Thomas delivered his report: 

(a) Enforcement of parking splay at Hemerdon.   A site visit has taken place and the 
enforcement officer was going to contact Cllr Peacham direct (Cllr Peacham had not 
received direct communication).  Cllrs Baldry and Thomas had made the enforcement 
officer aware of their support on the PC’s view regarding this.  
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Cllr Thomas will take up again with enforcement. 

(b) The Sustainable Communities Locality Fund has made grants to Lee Mill Community 
Association for trestle tables and to Sparkwell Scouts for some new equipment. 

(c) Cllr Thomas had picked up on social media about parking on the road outside of the 
Westward Inn in Lee Mill; the need for double yellow lines had been mentioned.   Cllr 
May said that the parking issues in Lee Mill were long running.  Cllr Thomas has 
suggested that residents contact the PC and that the PC might want to raise this with 
DCC.    

(d) Cllr Thomas said he was aware of problems with parking in the church car park in 
Sparkwell.   Cllr May said that the nursery gets busy and people park to take their 
children in.    There is no easy answer to the problem, when Church services are on, 
people park badly along the road.   Cllr Thomas is trying to be active on Social Media 
and point residents to the PC.   

(e) Placelands Planning application in Lee Mill for 25 houses.   He wanted to hear the view 
of the Parish Council.   Discussion included: 

• The PC opposed the application for 110 houses but the new plan is for 25  

• 25 houses would still cause problems with traffic along New Park Road.     

• It would help if the road could be opened up to create a wider road in to New 
Park Road.    

• The location of the Community area is wrong, it should be in the middle of the 
site so everyone can enjoy it and access it easily. 

• The allotted 20 parking spaces for residents of New Park Road are also in the 
wrong location.   

• The Holly Park Road spaces are ok as long as it is cut off so that cars cannot 
drive through. 

• The Infrastructure is not good enough for what is there at the moment.    

• A member of the public present said that the road and infrastructure is not fit 
for a development of 25 houses.    

Many residents of Lee Mill have objected. 

They are relying on a 2017 traffic study, but since then the traffic has increased 
considerably.    

Parking has got worse and is coming further down the road.    

The Cycle route has already been recognised as not safe for cyclists.    

The planned new slip road will not help New Park Road.    

Lee Mill still relies on Ivybridge for infrastructure, but these services are 
already over stretched. 

There is nothing in the Joint Local Plan for more houses in Lee Mill. 

The affordable housing criteria had been met within Sparkwell.    

If it does get through, then the rest of the land should be gifted to the 
community as open space.    

Cllr Thomas said if they were planning 25 houses in Lee Mill with suitable highways 
access, suitable space and suitable infrastructure then he could see that being 
supported.   This plan does not give that.   
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The proposed new slip road will open up the other side of Lee Mill making access 
easier and that would be the area to develop. 

There is no benefit to the community.   

Council Vote: Unanimous Resolved to object to the planning application.      

(f) Cllr May asked what was happening about the proposed Marquis Motorhomes 
development and the s106 demand for £28,000.  Cllr Thomas said that the matter 
went to development management who felt that the s106 was unfair as Marquis 
would not benefit from the proposed new slip road.   The matter was adjourned, held 
in abeyance.   

(g) Cllr Thomas asked for an update on the Mine meeting.   This will be will be dealt with 
at Agenda Item 7, Minute 169/19.  
 

167/19 County Councillors Business  

Apologies had been received from Cllr Hart but he had provided a report which the Clerk 
read out: 

(a) No news on the mine other than the report already submitted. 
(b) The Round Britain cycle race is coming back to Devon next year in September, starting 

in Sherford and finishing at Exeter. 
(c) The road to Venton is still flooding and is being reported regularly, however we have 

had a very wet period over the last few weeks. 

Cllr Taylor said that there is still a problem with the hedge on the slip road at Lee Mill.  The  
visibility is poor and it is where school children get the bus.   Dispute with Highways and 
Highways England.    

Action – Clerk to raise this issue with Cllr Hart again to ask whether the dispute between 
Highways and Highways England as to responsibility had been resolved.   Cllr May asked to 
pass on thanks for the yellow lines which have been painted outside the school. 

 

The Chairman asked whether Item 12 on the Agenda, Broadband could be brought forward 
as there was a member of the public present for this.    

Unanimous agreement 

 

168/19 Broadband  

Cllr Pearson-Bunt delivered a report to the Council: 

(a) As previously minuted they have looked at two schemes; one has folded (Gigaclear) 
and one was a non-starter due to prohibitive cost.    The aim is for a local provision 
which was door to door fibre i.e. FAST (not VOIP 5G or air) and was free.   Cllr Pearson-
Bunt had volunteered as the community representative to co-ordinate an application 
for CFP Openreach scheme which appears to meet both aims. 

(b) Following the last meeting Cllr Pearson-Bunt and her husband had spent four days 
walking around the pilot area of central Sparkwell and Beechwood, knocking door to 
door and leaving leaflets.   In summary, 88 residences and business have agreed to 
take part in the bid.   (There are pproximately 150 properties in the area but 50+ were 
not interested).   
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(c) The good news is that the bid was submitted at the end of October and has now been 
accepted in principle.   It appears that all the costs will be met by the Government 
Gigabit Voucher which is a new rural scheme (costs would otherwise be around 
£120k). 

(d) Now the hard work starts.   They need to compile a detailed application to the Gigabit 
scheme to ensure that all funding is accessed and Openreach are instructed to 
implement.   Each household/business has to sign up.   

(e) Once the details are known, Sparkwell Parish Council will need to act as a legal entity 
to make the application on behalf of the village.   This would only be done when we 
are confident of the complete costs and full detail.     

(f) There is unlikely to be any costs, but they are asking for contingency costs - £5k to be 
allocated from the SPC budget for 2020/21 and they are applying to the Newnham 
Solar Fund for £10k to be allocated for the same purpose.   

The Clerk explained that we did not have a specific power to spend on this so would only be 
able to use s137.   This would limit the amount of spending and any benefit would have to 
be commensurate to that spend.   At the moment the proposed reserve for this project 
would be £3,000 subject to the criteria being met. 

Cllr Peacham asked whether Hemerdon could be included as there is fibre optic at bottom 
of West Park Hill; would there have to be another scheme or would it help the case to 
integrate Hemerdon?  There was a discussion around the number of businesses based in 
Hemerdon.  Cllr Pearson-Bunt will make enquiries. 

Cllr Pearson-Bunt proposed that Sparkwell Parish Council be the legal entity required to 
make the bid.  

Council Vote: Unanimous Resolved to SPC acting as the legal entity to make the application 
on behalf of the village subject to full detail and confirmation of no cost implication for SPC     

   

169/19 Open Forum  

(a) Drakelands Mine Update – Cllr May said the minutes from the meeting on the 4 
October had been received.  He understands that DCC are happy to take on anyone 
who wanted to run the mine as it is a national resource, whoever is the interested 
party is paying for the mine to sit still.  If someone is going to buy the site then there is 
a lot of infrastructure to be reinstated.  The PC will insist on the building being 
soundproofed.  Another meeting is due in six weeks’ time.  Cllr Thomas would be 
happy to go along to a further meeting to support the PC.    

There are concerns about the dust – Cllr Thomas says that SHDC is still waiting for the 
results.   The question was asked whether this was an Environmental Health issue?  
This needed to be addressed before it became an issue again in Spring/Summer. 

(b) A member of the public raised the issue of recent flooding at Langage near the Ice 
Cream factory.   There was discussion about this being deeper than had ever been 
seen before and covering more area.  There seems to be an issue with the at Mount 
Pleasant.   
Action – Clerk to raise the issue with DCC Highways in the first instance.    
 



Minutes 12/11/2019  Page 5 of 8 

 

170/19 Matters Arising 

(a) Minute 157/19 (c) “Bus stop” on verge in Birchland Road.   The Clerk had been in 
correspondence with DCC Highways regarding ownership.  It appears that DCC own 
the piece of land nearest the highway.  If the “bus stop” is on their land they agree to 
the PC laying slabs  

Resolved to get a appoint a contractor to lay textured concrete. 

 

171/19 Sparkwell Defibrillator 

The Clerk had circulated a report regarding the renewal/replacement of the defibrillator at 
Sparkwell Parish Hall Defibrillator, the current lease ending on the 31st March 2020. 

Resolved to buy the defibrillator package from Cardiac Science. 

 

172/19 Emergency Planning  

Further to the presentation to the PC in October 2019 the Clerk circulated a note for 
Councillors to consider emergency planning for the Parish which was discussed. 

Resolved to provide a basic plan with contact numbers.  

 

173/19 Development at Langage  

The Clerk had recently circulated an email from SHDC regarding the proposed commercial 
development at Langage.  Discussion around proposals that had been put out in the press by 
SHDC and Plymouth City Council.   s106 funds should be forthcoming from development.    

Action – Clerk to contact Cllrs Hart, Thomas and Baldry for information on what s106 
benefits there will be? 

 

174/19 Devon County Council (Traffic Management) Permit Scheme Order reference 
IMR/B16273-5781 

The Clerk had circulated the Scheme to Councillors.  

Action – Clerk to contact to ask what specific impact/improvements this has on the Parish 
roads.  Also what is the procedure for notifying Parish Council on road closures? 

 

175/19 IDALC meeting  

The Clerk attended the IDALC AGM and ordinary meeting on the 16th October.   She wished 
to bring two matters before the Council to consider. 

(a) Appointment of a Lengthsman – A local Parish has taken on a Lengthsman who is self-
employed, Chapter 8 trained and who cuts down overhanging branches, unblocks 
drains etc.   This has been successful and has prevented flooding 

Council Vote: Unanimous Resolved to proceed with a trial.  Earmark reserves for this next 
year and meet costs up to March 2019 from existing budgets.    

 



Minutes 12/11/2019  Page 6 of 8 

 

There was discussion about the ongoing flooding problems and decided that we should 
investigate the cost of renting a gully sucker for a day to clear the problem drains.   We 
should then ask DCC to cover the cost. 
Resolved unanimously  
Action – Cllr Peacham will investigate and let Clerk have the detail. 
 
(b) Speed prevention in villages. Speeding is a problem for everyone and some parishes 

have paid for a VAS sign (flashing) which they have found successful.  
 
Resolved to earmark reserves and investigate for post April 2020. 
 

176/19 Minutes  

Councillors considered the minutes of the meeting on the 8th October 2019 

Resolved unanimously that the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 8th October 
2019 be approved. 

 

177/19 Planning   

(a) Planning Application Ref: 3197/19/OPA  
 Applicant Name: Mr N Jillings Place Land LLP  

Description: Outline application with some matters reserved for residential 
development of up to 25 residential units including vehicular access, estate roads, 
landscaping, open space, drainage, infrastructure and all associated development 
(resubmission of 1303/18/OPA)  
Address: Land adjacent to New Park Road Lee Mill Nr Ivybridge  

Full discussion at 166/19 (e) above 
Resolved to object to the application. 
 

(b) Planning Application Ref: 3114/19/FUL  

Applicant Name: Mr Christopher Taylor - Wycliffe Development  
Description: Erection of a ready-mix concrete plant  
Address: Development Site at Sx 566 559 Rowdown Close Langage Industrial Estate 
Plympton  

 
Resolved to investigate the implications of the proposal further (Cllr Peacham).    
 

178/19 Road & Snow Warden  

Cllr Peacham reported that the salt bins in Hemerdon are full, there are two more to do in 
Sparkwell.   The road between Hemerdon and Sparkwell needs repair but it is not classed as 
an emergency repair.  Cllr Peacham will report. 

 

179/19 Chairman’s Business  

None 
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180/19 Correspondence  

 
(a) The Clerk had contacted Ring and Ride regarding issue with a passenger from 

Hemerdon.  They confirmed that they do cover Hemerdon as part of Sparkwell.  They 
said they had discussed this with “us” at the time and asked for more details as they 
could not understand it, unless the request was for a service that is not offered to 
Sparkwell.  For example Mondays to Plymstock which is only available to Wembury, 
Newton Ferrers, Brixton and Yealmpton,  or Wednesdays to Newton Abbott for South 
Brent etc. or they were given the address as Plympton.  

They used to collect school children daily from Hemerdon so are very well aware of its 
presence in within Sparkwell Parish.  At the time they canvassed  staff and no one 
there could recall turning down anyone from Hemerdon.  Any further information 
would be appreciated.  Volunteer car services are of course only available to the 
extent that volunteer drivers are available at the time. 
The Clerk said that she had contact information so if there were any problems then to 
let her know and she will raise with Ring and Ride. 

(b) We had received a letter from Citizens Advice South Hams thanking us for our recent 
contribution. The Clerk had advised of the new grant scheme for 2020/21. 

(c) We had received thanks from the Parish Pump for our recent contribution. 
(d) Notice from Wales & West Utilities regarding Ivybridge gas pip upgrade – works in 

New Park Road, Lee Mill.   We had posted the information on website and Facebook 
and contacted W&WU with feedback from residents and updated with the response 
received.    

 

181/19 Finance  

(a) The Council considered the budget analysis report and bank reconciliation for October 
2019 circulated by the Clerk. 

Resolved that the reports be approved. 

(b) Virements – The Clerk requested a virement of £100 from Admin budget to the 
Printing budget to cover a deficit. 

Resolved that the virement be approved. 

 

182/19 Payments and Receipts  

(a) The Council considered the receipt and payments list circulated by the Clerk. 

Resolved that the report be approved. 

 

183/19 Date of next meeting   

The next meeting will be held on 10th December 2019 at 7pm at Sparkwell School.  
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Meeting closed at 9.32pm 

 

This is a true and accurate record of the meeting 

 

Signed ………………………………………………………………. 
 

Name ………………………………………………………………..   Date ………………………………………….. 
 

 

 


