
MINUTES OF SPARKWELL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 

TUESDAY 12
TH

 SEPTEMBER AT SPARKWELL PARISH HALL 

 
 

Present: Councillors:- R. May (Chairman), G. Milford, G. Peacham, R. Pearson-Bunt, G. Small, 

J. Taylor, A. Ashley and Acting Clerk S. Smy (in addition to new Clerk D. Johnson). 

 

In Attendance: A. Bent and J. Briggs (Wolf Minerals), Cllr J. Hart (County), T. Leigh (Ivybridge 

and South Brent Gazette), F. McCloughlin (Sparkwell Primary School), E.Heynes (Heynes 

Planning) and R. Appleby (Place Land). 

 

Apologies:- Councillors J. Roach and I. Blacker (District) 

 

Approval of Minutes 

The minutes of the meeting held on the 11
th
 July 2017 were approved and signed. 

 

Police Business 

In the absence of a police representative there was no report. It was noted that a new Sgt had 

taken office at Ivybridge Police Station and it was hoped that Sgt Andy Woodward would be able 

to attend the next Parish Council meeting. 

 

District Cllrs Report 

In the absence of Cllr Blacker the Chairman read out the following report: 

 

There is £1.8m in the S.106 account, £97,000 of which is about to be spent on affordable housing 

in Ivybridge. We were pleased to learn from the Principal of South Devon College at a recent 

meeting that there are 1,300 apprentices being trained at Paignton, there is about 3,000 students 

staying there. 

There are currently 29 neighbourhood plans being prepared in the SH District. 

The Local Authority Controlled Company project has been dropped by the District Council. 

The Government has agreed that LA’s can increase planning fees by 20%. 

There are a number of events being held in the District, which Clerks have been informed of in 

relation to the proposed merger of SHDC and WDBC becoming One Council. It is hoped that 

residents will have their say. 

Finally I have had a brief discussion with Ed Heynes (Planning Agent) in relation to the proposed 

development in Lee Mill and I will await the PC’s decision. 

 

Public to Comment 

The Chairman requested a slight amendment to the Agenda to allow Fran McCloughlin of 

Sparkwell School to run through plans on a proposed extension to the school building. As the 

Chairman declared a personal interest in the matter he subsequently left the room during the 

discussion and passed the Chairmanship to Cllr Taylor. 

 

Fran explained that whilst the school still used the old school building, they no longer use it on a 

daily basis as it requires a great deal of forward planning in terms of getting the pupils there and 

back safely. She mentioned that there were several leases in place for others using the building 

which helped cover health and safety costs but ultimately the building was a financial burden to 

the school and that replacement windows would be required in the near future. 

In view of the problems associated with using the old building, the school consider it necessary to 

provide an annexe on the new school building in order to provide a larger area where larger 



gatherings for assemblies and lunch can be accommodated. Fran mentioned that the school was 

looking to start work next Easter and have the works completed by September 2018. The plans of 

the proposed extension were then presented to Cllrs for consideration. 

 

Cllr Taylor asked how much the extension would cost. Fran confirmed that whilst they were yet 

to receive tenders, the works are likely to cost in the region of £60-100,000 and would be met 

from the school’s own budget. She also confirmed that there was no plan to increase the capacity 

of the school as a result of these works. 

 

Cllr Pearson-Bunt asked if the DOE were happy with the proposals and whether or not the school 

still intended on running a community shop. Fran confirmed that the DOE had been consulted on 

the proposals and raised no concerns. With regard to the community shop, it was still something 

that the school would like to do but they simply don’t have the resource to do so at present. 

 

After viewing the plans and confirming that a site visit wasn’t really necessary as all Cllrs knew 

the site well, it was agreed by Cllrs that there was general support for the scheme. Fran then left 

the meeting and Cllr May resumed as Chair. 

 

i) Presentation by representatives of Heynes Planning Ltd and Place Land LLP 

Ed Heynes of Heynes Planning Ltd gave a presentation on a proposed housing development of 

110 residential units on land at Lee Mill which had recently been submitted to SHDC as a pre-

application enquiry. Plans of the proposals were tabled which indicated that all vehicular access 

to the site would be derived from New Park Road. Whilst the site was 6.5ha in size, only 3.5-4ha 

would be developed and that there would be a range of house types from 1 bed to 4 bed. 

 

Mr Heynes mentioned that the local community consultation would be web-based rather than 

being a public meeting event. Cllr Taylor raised concerns about this as many residents residing in 

the village are quite elderly and that there has usually been a good turn-out when public 

consultation events have been held in the village in the past. Cllr Taylor also highlighted major 

concerns of the Parish Council relating to traffic impacts of the development (particularly on New 

Park Road) and how this has been a major issue for Lee Mill for a number of years now. It was 

confirmed that a Transport Assessment and Travel Plan will be submitted with the application. 

 

Cllr Pearson-Bunt asked whether or not any Affordable Housing would be provided and enquired 

about potential S.106 Contributions? Ed confirmed that whilst some AH provision would be 

provided on-site, detailed discussions on such was yet to take place and would be dependent on 

viability. He also confirmed that new trees would be planted in response to a further query on 

such raised by Cllr Pearson-Bunt. It was highlighted that a site had been identified for a new 

village hall in Lee Mill and that this could be a potential area of S.106 funding if the development 

was considered to be acceptable by SHDC. 

 

Cllr Peacham raised some concerns about the large area of open space land shown on the plan 

and how this would be unlikely to have much value in terms of community use and was likely to 

be built-upon in the future as part of a further phase of development. He asked if this land could 

be included within the development to reduce the density per hectare, making the garden areas of 

the plots much larger. 

 

The Chair thanked My Heynes for his presentation and confirmed that the Parish Council had its’ 

own website which could be used to advertise the public consultation event once it has been 

arranged. 

 



ii) Update by Representatives from Wolf Minerals regarding Drakelands Mine 

Before the monthly update John Briggs of Wolf Minerals gave a brief presentation on a planning 

application which was due to be submitted shortly for a new proposed explosives store at the 

mine. John mentioned that the need for such was as a result of the current ineffective operation 

which involves the explosives being delivered to the site on the actual day when blasts are due to 

take place. 

 

Several Cllrs asked why the store was so far away from the existing plant and how this could give 

rise to security concerns. John mentioned that the site chosen was the only one available within 

Wolf’s ownership and that HSE would deal with all matters relating to security and that there 

would be a strict security regime imposed. He also confirmed that CCTV and intruder-lighting 

would be installed along with regular security visits throughout the day and night. 

 

Cllr Peacham stated that previous discussions had never highlighted the requirement for 

explosives being stored on the mine site. Only storage of ammonium nitrate had been discussed 

previously. He also had concerns about how close the explosives store was to a busy public road 

and this view was shared by many Cllrs. John Briggs confirmed that the location of the proposed 

store did meet separation distances set-out by HSE. 

 

Cllr Pearson-Bunt asked what the biggest risk was with the explosives store and how would it be 

mitigated? John reiterated that safety was an HSE matter and not a planning matter and stated that 

Blackwells were the experts relating to such and asked if it would be useful if a member from 

Blackwells came to the next PC meeting to answer any further questions on the explosives store. 

This offer was warmly welcomed by Cllrs. 

 

Annie Bent provided the monthly report which was as follows: 

 

All planning schemes with fixed submission timescales have been submitted to DCC for 

approval, the latest ones being for lighting, archaeology and water management (all of which 

were submitted in August). A number of schemes have already been submitted and still require 

approval. 

 

As required by a legal agreement, signed in conjunction with the new planning permission, the 

MPA and SHDC have agreed to appoint Wardell Armstrong as an Independent Reviewer. They 

will be instructed by and report to the MPA, but their costs will be paid for by Wolf. The aim is to 

provide the MPA with an independent auditing function to ensure that Wolf is meeting its’ 

environmental requirements. The IR will also be available to undertake specific investigations of 

unresolved complaints, as instructed by the MPA. 

 

During August 15 blasts were completed. The blasts during August were all initiated by 

electronic detonators. All information for daily blasts and weekly schedule is updated on the 

community website – www.dm-community.co.uk. 

 

As part of the ongoing commitment to minimise the impacts of blasting in our communities, a 

year-long research project is being progressed by the blasting consultants for both DCC and 

Wolf, to understand more about the effects of blasting in our communities. A group of residents 

in Sparkwell are kindly supporting the project with the installation of monitoring equipment, 

designed specifically for this project. Updates will be provided at LLG meetings, via email to 

subscribers including parish councils and on the community website. 

 

http://www.dm-community.co.uk/


Cllr May asked how Toby White was getting on in terms of the blasting monitoring and 

mentioned that the blast that had taken place today was particularly bad. Annie confirmed that the 

monitoring equipment had been installed during the August Bank Holiday week and this will feed 

directly to Blast Log. They were now looking at the frequencies in the blasts. A community 

blasting feedback form is available on the community website – www.dm-

community.co.uk/blasting and a link has been added to the daily blasting notifications which is 

emailed each morning that Wolf blast. 

 

Toby White, Wolf Blasting Technical Consultant, is available to meet/visit local residents during 

a blast when he is on site. Contact can be made with Annie to arrange for a visit during his next 

visit on 10/11 October. 

 

On the issue of LFN, Wolf continues to work with technical consultants, contractors and the EA 

with regard to the impacts of the LFN. Three projects are simultaneously being carried out and 

are at various stages. Updates are provided to subscribers and the local parish councils and can be 

found on the community website. 

 

Cllr Peacham said there had been an improvement now that the screens had been shut-down at 

weekends, with vibration being reduced. However some people were still experiencing some 

issues in respect of air pressure. It would appear to Wolf that shutting down the screens at 

weekends hasn’t had a significant impact upon production and Richard Lucas the new MD is 

planning to attend the next PC meeting in October. 

 

Cllr May enquired about the anti-phasing works which had been mentioned at the last community 

meeting? Annie confirmed that these works were programmed to take place shortly and that she 

was looking to arrange another public meeting on LFN in October. 

 

The Local Mine Liaison Group met on the 23
rd

 August and we encourage our local communities 

to contact their local Parish Cllr to put forward any views/opinions/concerns to the LLG group for 

discussion. Minutes and presentations from the LLG meetings are available on the community 

website. 

 

A local resident Mr Peter Moyle raised concerns about an increase in crimes in the small 

settlement of Venton and asked if CCTV cameras could be provided? He was also concerned at 

the lack of any Police presence in the area during recent months. 

 

Cllr May confirmed that the Parish Council didn’t have the necessary funds to pay for the 

installation of CCTV and in the first instance the first course of action would be to raise these 

issues with the crime liaison officer at Devon and Cornwall Police. It was agreed that the new 

Clerk would raise this with the Police once she is in post. In response to a further question Cllr 

May also confirmed that there was a vacancy on the PC and that Mr Moyle would have to speak 

to the new Clerk on this matter as there was a formal application process to go through. 

 

County Councillors Business 

In response to a question raised by Cllr May regarding the submission of information for the 

discharge of planning conditions for the Phase 2 work at the Tungsten Mine, Cllr Hart read out a 

letter which had recently been sent to a local resident Mrs Roach. The letter confirmed that 

current operations at the mine were in accordance with agreed noise decibels and that a copy of 

the letter would be sent to Cllr May. 

 

http://www.dm-community.co.uk/blasting
http://www.dm-community.co.uk/blasting


Cllr Hart raised a query that had been sent to him regarding the status of a piece of land in Lee 

Mill Village and how the trees located on the area of land in question required some maintenance. 

Whilst it was the view of Cllrs that the area in question may have been open space this could not 

be confirmed. 

 

Cllr Small asked Cllr Hart about the amalgamation of WDBC and SHDC. Cllr Hart confirmed 

that he could not express any sort of opinion on the proposed merger of the 2 councils and 

suggested that Cllrs attend one of the various briefing sessions that had been arranged. 

 

Finally Cllr Hart confirmed that the much needed re-surfacing works in the village were due to 

take place in the autumn. 

 

Declarations of Interest 

Cllr R. May in Agenda No 5  - presentation by Sparkwell School on the proposed extension to the 

school. 

 

525 Finance 

i) Budget Analysis Reports for July and August 2017 Noted. 

Cllr Taylor mentioned that the PC was now over-budget in relation to the Clerk’s salary due to 2 

months’ salary being carried over into the current financial year. It was therefore proposed by Cllr 

Taylor that the surplus of £3141.00 be carried over and this proposal was seconded by Cllr 

Pearson-Bunt and agreed by all. It was noted that the PC needed to continue to be prudent in 

terms of it’s’ expenditure and that there may be the need to raise the PC Precept next year. 

 

Cllr May enquired with the Acting Clerk on what financial information should be provided at the 

monthly PC meeting. The Acting Clerk confirmed that it was good practice to provide details on 

the amount of monies being held in PC bank accounts at that particular time and that this may be 

something the new Clerk will want to consider including in future meetings. 

 

ii) The Acting Clerk read out a letter received from AON confirming that the company will no 

longer be continuing once the current insurance policy comes to an end and instead a renewal 

quotation will be provided by BHIB Ltd. The Acting Clerk confirmed that there were other 

insurance providers which could be considered once the policy comes to an end and that it was 

always worth shopping-around for the best price. 

 

502 Highways and Pot Holes 

The issue of re-surfacing the main road through the village had been addressed under County 

Councillor Business. It was also noted that the road out of Colebrook also needed looking at as 

there were some particularly large potholes that require attention. In the first instance it was 

suggested that these works should be brought to the attention of Nick Colton of DCC Highways. 

 

Cllr Peacham confirmed that he had now read through the Community Road Warden Scheme 

Agreement and said that he would be happy to act as the Community Road Warden on behalf of 

the Parish Council. This would mean that any Cllr that had an issue relating to highways 

(potholes, flooding problems etc) would go to Cllr Peacham who would then relay this to DCC 

Highways. Such enquiries should include a map showing the area in question. It was suggested 

that Cllr Small should send a list of current highway matters through to Cllr Peacham. 

 

On the basis that Cllr Peacham was happy to act as the Community Road Warden it was proposed 

by Cllr Ashley that the Community Road Warden Scheme Agreement with DCC be signed and 

this was seconded by Cllr Pearson-Bunt and agreed by all. Some discussion then took place on 



identifying suitable people who would be able to carry out minor routine highway maintenance 

works within the Parish (clearing blocked gullies, cutting verges etc) in respect of the villages of 

Sparkwell and Lee Mill. It was noted that Third Party Insurance cover would be provided by 

DCC as part of the scheme. 

 

522 Correspondence 

The acting Clerk referred to a letter received regarding the start of a consultation on the proposed 

merger of WDBC and SHDC. It was highlighted that both authorities current share services and 

resources so this process is about formalising something that already takes place. However the 

merger could result in a Council Tax increase for SHDC residents and WDBC would have a 

reduction in Cllr representation. 

It was mentioned that a number of consultation events were taking place throughout the area and 

that it was prudent to attend one of these sessions before commenting. After some discussion it 

was agreed that Cllrs would provide their own views on the consultation (which can be found at 

www.onecouncil.org.uk) rather than a response on behalf of the PC. 

 

523 Planning and Reports 

Application for renewal of a diesel tank on the Langage Industrial Estate (near the former Orange 

Call Centre) and alterations to windows. Cllr Taylor confirmed that he had looked at the plans 

and that there were no issues arising. 

Decision: No Objection. 

 

Application No 3011/17/FUL Provision of an equestrian building. After some discussion 

regarding the location of the building and how it would be viewed from various vantage points it 

was agreed to recommend in favour of the application. 

Decision: No Objection. 

 

524 Any competent business approved by the Chairman 

Cllr May had nothing to report and thanked the Acting Clerk for his assistance and asked if he 

would stand-in at the next PC meeting to assist the new Clerk? The Acting Clerk agreed and 

confirmed that this wouldn’t be a problem. The Acting Clerk suggested that the new Clerk may 

find it beneficial to attend the next PC meeting of Shaugh Prior on Wednesday 4
th
 October 2017 

in order to broaden her knowledge. 

 

526 Date of Next Meeting: The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 10
th

 October 2017 at 

Sparkwell Parish Hall commencing at 7.00pm. 

 

Meeting closed at 10.05pm. 

 

This is a true and accurate record of the meeting. 

 

 

Signed…………………………………………… 

 

 

Name……………………………………………..Date……………………………………….. 

 

http://www.onecouncil.org.uk/

