
 

MINUTES OF SPARKWELL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON  

TUESDAY 11 JULY 2017 AT SPARKWELL PARISH HALL 

 

 Present: Councillors:- R. May (Chairman), G. Milford, G. Peacham, R. Pearson-Bunt, J. Roach, 

 G. Small, J. Taylor and J. Hart (Clerk)   

 

In Attendance: A. Bent (Wolf Minerals), Cllr J. Hart (County) and Cllr I. Blackler (District) 

1 member of the public and 3 representatives of Eliot Design and Build Ltd. 

  

 Apologies: Councillors A. Ashley and K. Baldry (District)  

 

 Approval of Minutes:  

The minutes of the meeting held on 6 June 2017 were approved and signed. 

 

Police Business:  

            A written report for June was provided by PC Dingley 

            7 crimes reported:-  

 Common assault at Sparkwell on 02.06.17 – unable to proceed with    

             investigation as victim not willing to proceed with complaint 

 Criminal damage to property – graffiti on the underpass on the A38 at  

             Smithaleigh on 04.06.17 – unable to proceed as no evidence 

 Indecent images at Sparkwell on 10.06.17 – 3 crimes recorded for the same  

             people sharing images by social media – not willing to proceed with the  

             investigation 

 Theft from motor vehicle at Smithaleigh on 16.06.17 – no evidence so  

             unable to proceed - undetected 

 

 A new Police Sargent, 3109 Andy Woodward has joined the Ivybridge Neighbourhood Team  

 and will be attending each Parish Council meeting for a ‘meet and greet’ over the coming months. 

 

 District Councillors Business: 

 Cllr I. Blackler advised the meeting that there will not be any change to austerity measures being  

 undertaken by South Hams District Council (SHDC) although it has been acknowledged that in order  

 to retain staff, salaries will need to be increased with a 5% rise under negotiation. There is also a  

 proposal to merge SHDC with West Devon Borough Council (WDBC). 

 The Local Plan is due to be completed at the end of July, ready for inspection. 

 A written report was provided by Cllr K. Baldry who has attended the South Hams and Dartmoor     

 Community Safety Partnership consultation held on 7 July 2017. District Councillors from SHDC and   

 WDBC together with Parish Councillors from West Devon, South Hams and Teignbridge were  

 invited with 55 people in attendance. 

 This was a consultation exercise against the background that the Police and Crime Commissioner has  

 announced severe cuts to the number of PCSOs from 2020.  

 Members agreed that PCSOs are greatly valued, but no discussion about the cuts was permitted at the  

 meeting as the views sought were on which aspects of Neighbourhood Policing were the top priority  

 to be retained after the numbers are reduced. 

 The results of the day will be published, but the summary of the meeting identified priorities as the  

 visible prevention of crime, anti-social behaviour and the need for reassurance policing in this low  

 crime area. 

 

            Public to Comment: 

            i)  Presentation by representatives of Eliot Design and Build Ltd 

 

            Cllr R. May left the meeting for the duration of this presentation and Cllr J. Taylor took over as  



            

            the Chair. 

 

            The Design Development Manager and Planning Consultant are seeking community involvement  

            for a concept plan for a proposed development of 20 2, 3 and 4-bedroom units in the 2 acre 

            paddock located behind Seaton Orchard, Sparkwell. The site will include 50% affordable housing  

            and a local housing association has expressed an interest. 

 

            There will be two access roads and it is the intention to retain most of the trees, although some are  

            self-seeded, together with a public open space and a minimum of two parking spaces per unit. 

 

            Cllr J. Taylor emphasised the serious parking problem within the village which was acknowledged by  

            the developer. 

 

            Cllr J. Roach: Houses are not selling in the village due to the impact of the mine and has the sewage  

            system reached capacity? 

 

            Cllr G. Peacham: The low frequency noise (LFN) effects the community 24/7 and there are 6 blasts  

            per week which is an ongoing nuisance. Will a Section 106 agreement be put in place by the  

            developer? 

  

            The comments made by the Parish Council were noted by the representatives who left a draft  

            design drawing for the site for further consideration before leaving the meeting. 

 

            Cllr R. May returned to the meeting and resumed as Chair. 

             

            ii)  Update by a representative of Wolf Minerals regarding Drakelands Mine. 

            A report was provided by A. Bent which included the following:-  

  

            A Community LFN meeting was held on 14 June to allow residents with concerns about LFN to  

            talk directly to the Regulators, Wolf Minerals (WM) and specialist consultant, Gordon Breeze from  

            BRE. A further meeting will also take place on 12 July in Sparkwell Parish Hall. A LFN working  

            group has been set up which includes local residents and the actions and information from these  

            meetings will soon be available on the community website – www.dm-community.co.uk  

 

            A community blasting feedback form is available on the community website and a link has been  

            added to the daily blasting notifications which is emailed each morning when a blast is due. Toby  

            White, Wolf Minerals Blasting Technical Consultant is available to meet or visit residents during a  

            blast when he is on site. 

 

            WM are working on three further schemes for submission to Devon County Council (DCC) in  

            August one of which is a revision of the Archaeological Framework Document which will set out an  

            updated programme and timescale of the agreed works. One is a revision of the previously approved  

            night time lighting scheme and the third scheme relates to water management on the site. 

 

            A number of previously submitted schemes have not yet been approved and will need amendment  

            and resubmission within the next few weeks, following consultation responses from the planning  

            authority. 

 

            Work is taking place to prepare a planning application for an explosives storage facility to be located  

            near the new mine entrance on land between the old and new Lee Moor roads. 

 

            Works on diverting bridleways 39 and 57 have been completed and both diversions are open for use  

            by the public in conjunction with the new bridleway that runs alongside the new road. 

http://www.dm-community.co.uk/


 

            Ore mining continues to take place in both the south and north of the pit in to control the overall 

            iron content in the feed to the processing plant. Mining of the 175m bench was completed during 

            June. 

 

            20 blasts were completed during June and were initiated by electronic detonators and partly by non- 

            electronic detonators. 

 

            Cllr R. May: The last 20 blasts have been horrific and are progressively getting worse. The  

            continued lack of trial information is disappointing and the Council would have expected some  

            results by now. There is also no news regarding the anti-phase work and no information has been  

            provided by WM which is of use to the community. 

 

            Concern was expressed concerning the plans for a new explosive store and the risk this may be to the  

            site. A. Bent explained that WM have problems with the frequency of deliveries and that the store  

            would ensure better control of supplies, but it would not be a high explosive store. 

 

            WM are looking at the frequency issues of the blasts and encourage community feedback so that the  

            analysis of data can continue. 

 

            Cllr R. May: The community has continued to provide information to no avail. 

 

            Cllr J. Roach: Why has WM moved into Phase 2 of the programme when this has made matters  

            worse and the original conditions of the planning permission have not been met? 

 

            The planning officer has the authority to stop WM working in Phase 2 and yet no action has been  

            taken and no mitigation has occurred. 

 

            Cllr J. Hart agreed to discuss this matter with the planning officer. 

 

            It was agreed that the Environment Agency are slow to respond and that the DCC Planning  

            Department is shocking. Cllr G. Peacham advised that there is a gradual groundswell of opinion  

            involving the media, the three neighbouring parishes, Chaddlewood and Plympton. He does not  

            believe that there is any value to the Local Liaison Group. 

 

            Cllr J. Taylor: Why has no prohibition notice been issued with so many breaches? 

 

            It was recorded in the June Parish Council minutes that the screens have been adjusted to be in  

            anti-phase and yet only modelling has taken place? 

 

            Members also noted that residents from Chaddlewood and Plympton were not invited to the  

            community event held on 14 June which demonstrates poor communication by Wolf Minerals. 

 

            A Member of the Public raised his concerns at the meeting regarding the planning application at  

            Smithaleigh to an extension to his neighbour’s property and that access may be further restricted. 

 

            Cllr J. Taylor agreed to carry out a site visit to assess these concerns. 

             

 County Councillors Business:  
 Cllr J. Hart thanked the Clerk for her work in the parish following the announcement of her  

 resignation from the Council. 

 

 DCC have removed the travellers from the land at Langage Power Station and have been dealing  

 with the subsequent fly-tipping. An injunction has been taken out on the land for the next six months. 



 

 South West Councils are negotiating a 2 or 3 year pay settlement with a view to a 4-6% pay rise  

 for staff. DCC are planning for the next four years, but austerity measures will continue together  

 with staff restructuring. There has however, been an increased take up in apprenticeships  

 especially in accounting. 

 

Declarations of Interest: Cllr R. May in Agenda No 5) i) Presentation by representatives of  

Eliot Design and Build. 

 

   525 Finance:   

   i)  Budget Analysis Report 01.06.17 – 30.06.17 Noted. 

   It was also noted that the Clerk’s basic pay for June 2017 = £228.69  

   Members discussed the solicitor’s remittance following the Lee Mill land transfer and agreed that  

   the quote provided to the Council was greatly underestimated and that the solicitor engaged by the 

   Council did not comply with the conditions of the contract regarding monthly updates. A meeting  

   with the solicitor will be arranged within the next few weeks. 

   ii) Application to Drakelands Mine Community Fund – An application from a local volunteer 

has been received to carry out refurbishment work to the Sparkwell village bus shelter and associated 

planting. 

 Decision: An award for £500.00 from the fund was agreed subject to a more detailed breakdown  

 of costs and that copies of invoices must be provided.  

 

   502 Highways and Pot Holes: 

 Dealt with under County Councillors Business. 

    

530 TAP Fund and Grant Funding: No items to report. 

 

   522 Correspondence: None 

 

   523 Planning and Reports:     
Application No: 2112/17/FUL Conversion of water tank into dwelling house with partial removal of 

earth bunds and site landscaping (re-submission of 0377/17/FUL) at Portworthy storage tank, Park 

Lane. Lee Moor, Plymouth.  

Decision: Site visit to be carried out 

 

Application No: 0921/17/ADV Advertisement consent for fuel display board at Challonsleigh Farm, 

Lane to Challonsleigh, Smithaleigh 

Decision: No comments to make 

 

Application 2009/17/FUL Restrospective application for Rural Worker accommodation (Security) 

at Land at SX 595 551, Dorton Yard, Lower Challonsleigh Farm, Smithaleigh 

Decision: Support 

 

Application 1819/17/FUL Development of 1 dwelling with associated infrastructure including re-

positioning of two visitor spaces and bin store associated with planning application; 49/2377/15/F at 

Welbeck Manor, Sparkwell 

Decision: No objection 

 

Cllr May confirmed that he had supplied a report regarding the Tree Preservation Order for a 

chestnut at the Blue Cedar Homes development which the Council supports. 

 

524 Any competent business approved by the Chairman: 

 It was noted that the verge along West Park Hill is overgrown again which is a safety issue for  

 vehicle users in that area. 



 

Members discussed the process to employ a new Parish Clerk. 

 

526 Date of next meeting: The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 12
th

 September 2017 at 

Sparkwell Parish Hall commencing at 7.00pm. 

 

Meeting closed at 9.30pm        

 

   This is a true and accurate record of the meeting. 

 

   Signed…………………………………………. 

    

   Name…………………………………………..  Date…………………………………………… 


